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Die Mercurii, 9 Februarii. 1647. 
$ Ons by the Lords Aſſembled in Parliament, That 


this Ordinance for repairing of Churches, end pay- 
ing of Church- Duties, - be forthwith Printed and publiſhed, 
' and ſcnt to all Churches and Chappels within the Kinedome 
,, of En gland and Dominion of Wales. 


Toh. eas Cler. Par! Zamentorum. 
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Die Mercurii, 9. Februarii. 1647. 
An Ordinance for repairing Chur- 
cher, and for payment of Church-Duties. 


= 57>@&* 25/ Or the upholding and keep! 
at\ FI. MA all Pariſh Churches and Chipacts 
= Wo within this Kingdome of Exg- 
> -£ lard and Dominion of Wales, 
OM: d- from utter ruine and decay, and 
NS - 5 for payment of Church-Duties, 
FATS za It is Orderedand Ordained by 
RE es the Lords and Commons Afſem. 
bled in Parliament, that foure,: three, two, or one 
ſubſtantiall Inhabitant or Inhabitants of every pariſh 
or,.Chappelry aforeſaid, ( having reſpe@ to the pro- 
Yrtjons or greatrielle of on ſuch Pariſh or Chap- 
pelry ) ſhall be nominated and choſen yearly on the 
 Munday or Tueſday in Eaſter weeke, by the Par- 
rilioners ofevery Pariſh or Chappelry, ( which are 
or {h1ll be rateab'e to the repaire of anyduch Church 
or Chappell) or the greateſt part of ſuch of them as 
ſhall be then aſſembled for the choyce of Officers 
within the Pariſh or Chappelry, to be Church-wazy- 
den, or Church- wardens, or Collectors of moneyes 
for Church-Duttes, within every. ſuch Pariſh or 
Chappelry reſpectively, where any ſuch Church» 
warden or Church-wardens have or hath been for- 
+ merly uſed to be nominated or choſen 4 orin default 
hereof, every ſuch Pariſh or Chappelry ſhall "—_ 
| A2 the 


: (2) 


of the ſaid pariſh, to he recovered -45-is hereafter ex- | 
Sreflec; Which Church-wardens or Colleors ſo to- 
be choſen, arc within one:monenti after thetr.thoyce 
to be gllowed and approvedgf,under the hands and 
ſeales b£6wB of te riext Jullices kdjoyning tothe 
parth ar Clrpelry' orsfards (17g 00 D06G 219 
And it 1s further Ordained,*That the Church- 
wardens, or'Collettors aforeſaid, together with the: 
Overſeers of the *poore of: the'fame' pariſh or chap= 
pelry, vr thegrexteopartiofthem, upon/publike no- 
tice thereof fipſt tobe. bivers by* thechurch-wardens 
wthefaid Church or Chappell, ſhall from time to 
time: make rates or aſleflements,by taxation of eye- 
ry Jababitant dwellingzor riding within-ſuch pariſh 
or:Chappelry, and'ot 'every Occupier of Lands, hou-_ 
ſee; tythes iniprobriate, or improbriation of tythes, 
colemnies, or ſaleable underwoods, or other here- 
ditaments,within the ſaid parith or chappelry,mi ſuck 
eompfetent ſurme.and 'fumriies 'of money as they 
thall thigke fit, -forand towards: the 'reparation and | 
maintenance of every: fach'Pariſh Church or Chap- 


he ſumme of forty ſhillings, tothenſcof the poore - 


| pellreſpeRtively, and providing-of Books for the 


ſaid church.or chappel], and of Bread'andWine to be 


uſed at the adminiſtration of the: Sacrametit there, 


and for repairing the walls and incloſures of the 
church yards,or burying places thereuntoreſpeCive- 
ly belonging, and for doing and performing every 
fuch thing and things as by this Ordinance 1s appoin« 
ted tobe done, at the charge-of ſuch pariſh or chap- 
peiry 3 As alſo for the doing andexecuting of all and 
every matter, which to the cflice, place, or duty of 
the church-wardens of any ſuch place wherein oy 
ds —_ 10a)$: 
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(3) | 

| fhallbe reſpethvely hole ſhall appertaine to. be 
done which ſaid church-warden or church-wardens 
ſhall within foure dayes after the end of their yeare., 
and after other Church-warden or Church-wardens 
nominated, make and yeelde. to the ſucceeding 
church-wardens, and to ſuch Juſtices of the Peece as 
aforeſaid, a trne and perfe& accomprt of all ſurmmsof 
money by them received, or rated and afſefled, and 
not received; and of all other things concerning 
their ſaid Office, and ſuch ſum or ſums of money as 
ſhall be in their hands, ſhall pay and deliver cver to 
the ſaid churchwarden or churchwardens newly no- 
minatedand appointedas aforeſaid, upon paine that 
every one of them being negligent or faulty therein, 
or in the execution of their ſaid office, ſhall forfeit 
for every ſuch default or negligence,the ſum of twen« 
ty {lullings to the uſe of the poore of ſuch pariſh or 
chappelry, as aforeſaid, whereof he {tall bee church» 
warden. And it is Ordained by the Authority afore- 
ſaid, That all Rates, Taxations, and Afleflements, 
heretofore made by the chyrch-warden or church- 
wardens of any Pariſh or Chappelry aforeſaid, by 
themſclves or with others, acording to the cuſtome 
of ſuch panſh or chappelry, ſince the fit day of 
March, 1n the yeare of our Lord God 1641. for or 
towards the repaire of any church or chappell reſpe- 
ctively, or doing of any thing appointed by this Or- 
dinance to be done, if they thall now be confirm- 
ed by the two next Juſtices of the Peace, they {hall 
ſtand and be as good and efieftuall in the Law, to all 
intents and purpoſes as if the ſame were to be made 
or done by and according tothisOrdinance: And that 

it ſhall and. may be Jawfull,. as well for the preſent - 


' as. 


- 8s ſubſequent Church-wardens or ColleQors, or any 


ot them, their Rates being firſt confirmed by the 
two next Juſtices of the Peaae, by Warrant under 
the hands and ſeals of two ſuch Juſtices of the Peace 


within ſuch County or Townes corporate, to leavie 


as well all andevery the ſaid ſummes of money, and 
all Arrerages of every one which ſhall refuſe or neg- 
left to pay or contribute their rateable parts of ſuch 
Aſleflements as aforeſaid, and the forfeitures before 
mentioned by diſtreſſe, and fale of the Offenders 
goods, asalſo all and every the ſumme and ſummes 
of Money which ſhall bebehindeiupon any Church- 


wardens Accompt, for, or concerning the repaire 


of any ſuch Church or Chappell, or other the things 
aforc(aid 3 and likewiſe the ſumme of two ſhillings 
for and towards the charge and expence in leayying 
of the ſame, rendering to the party or parties the 0- 
verplus; and in defau}t of ſuch Diſtreſleat fhall bee 
lawtull for any two ſuch Juſtices'of the Peace to 
commit him, or her, or them ſo refuſing, or negle= 
Cting as aforeſaid to the Common Goale of the 
County, City, or Towne corporate reſpeCtively, 
where ſuch Juſtices of the Peace are, and ſuch of- 
fences ſhall be committed, there to remaine without 
Payle or Mainprize, untill payment of the ſaid ſeve- 
rall \yummes and Arretapesz and to commit to the 
ſaid Priſon, every one of the ſaid Church-wardens 
which ſhall refuſe to accompt, there to remaine 
without Bayle or Mainprize, untill he hath made a 
true Accompt,”and fatistzed and paid ſo much as up- 
on the ſaid Accompt {hall be remaming 1n his hands. 
Provided alwates, That if any perfon or perſons ſhall 
finde him, or her, or themſelves aprieved with any 
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Aﬀeſſement, or Tax, or $62 att done by the aid 
Church-warden or Church-wardens, or by the ſaid 
Juſtices of the Peace, or any of them, that then it 
ſhall and may be lawtfull for the party grieved to 
complaine thereof at the next generall Quarter Se(- 
fions of the Peace, where I of the Peace, 
or the great unmber of them ſhall make ſuch order 


_ thereiv,asto them ſhall be thought convenient, and 


the ſame to conclude and binde all the ſaid parties. 

And be it further Ordained, that the Mayors, 
Bayliffs, or other head Officers of every City, To +n, 
or place corporate within this Realme, or the Dz- 
minion of Wales, being Juſtice, or Jultices of 'the 
Peace, ſhall have the ſame authoriey by vertues of 
this Ordinance within the ſeverall limits and pre- 


_ cintsof their jJurisdiftions, as-well out of Scflians 


as at their Seſſions, if they {hill hold any, as is be- 
forelimited, preſcribed, and appointed to Juſtices of. 
the Peace of the County, or any two or more of 
them, orto the Juſtices of the Peace in their Quar- 
ter Seſſions, to doe and execute for all the uſes and 
purpoſes in this preſent Ordinance preſcribed, and 
no Other Jultice, or Juſtices of the Peace tointer- 
meddle there 3 and that every. Alderman of the Ci- 
ty of Londox within his Ward, ſhall and may doe 
and execute in every reſpect ſo much as is appointed 
and allowed in this Ordinance to be done, and exe- 


cuted by one or two a of the Peace of any 


County within this Realme, And: be it alſo Ordai- 
ned: That if it ſhall happenthat any Pariſh doe ex- 
tend it {cle 1nto more Counties then one, or part 
thereof tolye within the Liberties ofany City, Town 
or placecorporate, and part without, that then the 


Juſtices - | 


"4 "Prep - 4 ___ 
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Juſtices of the Peace of every/ County,-'as -allb the 


head Officer, or Officers, or Juſtices 'of the:.Peace/of 
ſuch City, Towne, or place corporate,ſhalldeateand 
intermeddle onely info much of the! imd! Parithicas 
teth within their Liberties, ahdnotany further 5 


_ andevery of them reſpeftively within their ſeverall 


Limits, Wards and: Juriſdictions, to execute the 
Ordinance aforementioned 'concerning the .confir< 
ming of Rates, the giving of Warrant for the leayy- 
ing of Taxes unpaid,'the committing /to' priſon ſich 
as refuſe or negleG to pay their rateable. part. of the 
ſaid Afleflements having no ſufficient Diſtreſle; the 
taking Accompts of Charchwardens, and the com: 
mitting to priſ@n ſuch as refufe to accompr;;ordeny' 
to pay the Arrerages due upon their Accompts; and: 
yet nevertheleſle the churchwardens, or the greateſt 
number of them of the ſaid Pariſhes extending: mto: 
fach ſeverall Limits & Juriſdiftions, ſhall without di-: 
viding themſelves duly execute their office in all pla 
ces within their ſajd Pariſh in all things to: theny 
belongings and ſhall duly exhibite and make-bne: 
accompt before thehead officer,or officers,or Juſtices; 
of the peace of ſuch Towne, or place corporato;ant: 
one other before the Juſtices of the ſaic-Coumty,/-or: 
any ſuch twoof them asis aforeſaid. ©». 27: 4; 

And beit further Ordained, tharif any:aQion of 


= 


 treſpaſle, or other ſuit ſhall happen'to be attetnprtd;;: 


or-brought againſt any-perxſon, or perſons; for taking: 
any diſtreſſe, or making any ſale, or any'other thing 
doing by the authority: of this preſent Ordinance; 
the defendant or defendants ir-anyp ſich: ation ies 
ſait,and allothers which in theiriatd-and! affiftancey 
or by their commands-ſhall doe any a&or thing 
Mr rouching 
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(7) | 
touching or concerning the premiſles, 'or any of 
them) or kis or their Officer, or Officers, it ſhall 
and may be lawfull for them, and every of them to 
plead the general iſſue, that he or they are notguil- 
ty,and to give ſuch'{peciall matter in evidence tothe 
Jury which ſhall try the ſame, which ſpeciall mat- 
ter being pleaded had beena good and ſufficient mat- 
ter in Law to have diſcharged the ſaid Defendant 
or Defendants of the Treſpaſſe or other matter 
laid to his charge, and that if upon the triall of any 
{ach Action or Suit, the plaintiffeor plaintiffes ſhalt 
not prove to the Jury which ſhall try the ſame, thar 
the fat or cauſe of his or their Aftion or Suit, was, 
or werehad, made, committed, or done within the 
County wherein ſuch. Aion or Suit ſhall be laid, 
That then in every ſuch caſe. the Jury which ſhall 
try the ſame ſhall find the defendant or defendants 
in every ſuch Action or Suit not guilty, without 
having any, reſpect or regard to any evidence given 
by the Plaintifie or Plaintifles therein, touching the 
Treſpaſle, fac, or cauſe, for which the ſame Adti= 
on or Suit 1s or ſhall be brought, and that if the 
yerdict ſhall paſſe with the ſaid Defendant or Defen- 
dants in ſuch Afton, or the Plaintiffeor Plaintiftes 
therein, become non-ſuit, or ſuffer any diſcoitinu- 
ance thereof, that in eyery ſuch caſe the Juſtice or 
Juftices, or ſuch other Judge,or Court before whom 
the ſaid matter ſhall be tried or depending, ſhall 
by force and vertue of this Ordinance allow unto 
the defendant or defendantshis or their double coſts 
which he or they ſhal have ſuſtained by reaſon of his 
or their wrongfull vexatian. in defence of the faid 
_ Suitor Attion, for = the fazd defendant or - 
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BY (3) 


fendants; {hall havelike remedy, as in other caſes 


wherecoſt by the Law of this Realm aregrven tothe 
defendants : and for as much as theChurchwardens 
or Collectors aforeſaid may peradventurebe careleſs 


or negligent in performing their duty, 1t 1s further | 


Ordered and Ordained, that upon complaint made 
to thetwonext Juſtices, or one of them, or other 
information had thereof, the aforeſaid Juſtices, or 
one of them, ſball orimay in their own perſons view 
the ſaid Churches or Chappels, or appoint the Mi 
riſter, and ſome other of the Panſhioners to certifie: 
unto them, or one of them, what reparations are or 
{hall be needfu], and thereupon they or one of them 
ſhall by a Warrant under theirhand ands ſeals to the 
Cluny watcein order and direct what reparations 
ſhall be done withinthe ſaid Churches or Chappels, 
and limit and appoint the time for the doing of the 


ſame;& if tteOrderaforcſaid be not performed,they - 


{hall bind over the ſaid church-wardens or colleQors, 
or any of them, for their negligence herein to the 


. neX&t Seflions of the Peace, where if the Court ſhall 


allow of the Order, the Offender or Offenders upon 


_ due proof of his or their negligence or offence here- 


in ſhall be ſeverally fined, ſo as the fine exceeds not 
forty ſhillings upon any one of them, andthe offen- 
der 1s ta be committed vntill the fine be paid, which 


1s to be diſpoſed of to the uſe of the poor, of the ſaid 


Pariſh or Chappelry. Provided alwates, and it is the 


intent and meaning of the ſaid Ordinance, that the 


Pariſhioners, and the Church-wardens of any Pa- 


rifh or Chappelry ſhall not be charged with,or lyable | 


unto. the repay any Chancell, or Chancels, or 
of any particular Iſle 1n Churches or Chappels, which 
my. b : | | haye 


* p w : % 
0 Bat acne Faeroe, : Ne _ dam eto - n 
v —h— " P © 4+ - 


oi: 
> 


SELL nt} I ores 


F435 
Ws» 
a 4 
N 
+B 
Ss 
7.0 
of 
2 
L4yV 
$7 
FO + 
f42 


PEST ne eh bo FHPSEY eg Fe x 
— m—— - 


Bu a9 £ + vt By 
Sea 15 © ww 7 
RE 8 65 _- 
JT OS : "77M 
__ Fs 


£ 


— SAC LEY 
A > IX. «” "mo >= 
US _ ET 


have formerly by preſcription, or cuſtome been 
nſed to be repaired by the Parſons or Vicars, Impro- 
priators, Or others, but that the ſajd Parſons, Vi- 


| . cars, Impropriators, and all other perſons whatſo- 


ever both poli:1que and corporate, their heires and 
fucceſſors, which have formerly beene liable tothe 
raperations of all or any part of any Church, Chap- 
pell, Chancel), Ile, or other :place belonging to 
the ſame by any cuſtome whatſoever, ſhall ſtill be 
lyableto the ſame to all intents and purpoſes 3 and' 
for their negligence herein ſhall and may be Ordered 
by the two next Juſtices, or ſhall or may be preſent. 
ed,or indicted by the Church-wardens or any others, 
at the next Seſſions of the Peace, where the offen- 
der for his offence herem ſhall be fined:and procee- 
dedagainſtin ſuch manner as the Church-warden for 
his negligence 1s to be proceeded againſt by vertue 
ofthis Ordinance. Provided alſo, where any Pa- 
r{h or Chappelry hath any Lands or Tenements 
or yearly Rents, or Annuities formerly given to the 
repairing of their Charches or Chappels and for 
Church-Daties, the Church-wardens or ColleQors 
aforeſaid -ſha}l be. from henceforth Receivers. of 
the ſaid Rents and profits, and ſhall haye power by, 
Warr from the Juſtices, to.cauſe the parties who 
ougfit to pay the ſame to be bound over to the next 
S:\fions, Loliere they ſhall be, upon due proofe and 
hearivg the ſaid Parties, ordered to pay the ſaid 
Rentsand forfits to the Church-wardens.and Colle- 
ors aforeſaid, who ſhall diſpoſe of the ſame accor- 
ding as it ought to be diſpoſed of, and thereby eaſe 
the Pariſhot ſo much ofthe chaxge, and ſhall yearly 
accompt for the ſame in their acdvwpes as Church- 
wardens 5 


6 C103) 
wardens; Provided. that this Ordinance, as tothe 


repair E of Churches ſhall not extend to Pariſhes or 
Chappelries where the Churches or Chappels are to- 
tally ſubyerted or ruined by theſe unhappy Wars,ex-. 
tremity of age, or other caſualties, nor to any cathe-: 
drals, or collegiate churches, - which are onely to be 
repaired as.formerly they have been uſed and ac- 
cuſtomed. , And laſtly it is Ordained, That all often- 
cesagainſt this Ordinance ſhall and may be enquired 
of,. heard; anddetermined before His Majeſties.Ju- 
ſkices of Aſſize, of Qyer and;Terminer, or Goale de-: 
livery, or before the Juſtices of the Peace of any 
County, City, or Towne corporate, where any ſuch. 
offence ſhall be committed by proof, of Witnefles 


. upon Oath, which the Juſtices aforeſaid ſhall here» 


by have power to adminiſter, and at- their generall 
Scflions of the Peace by Indidtment,; Information, 
or otherwiſe, as the cafe ſhall require, wherein no 
Wager of Law, Efloyne, Protedion, or lnjunCtion 


ſhall be. admitted or allowed. | And it is further Or- 


dered by the Lords and Commons aforeſaid, That 


alland every Sextin, or Pariſh-clerke within any of 


the pariſhes aforeſaid, ſhall have their due Fees from 
the ſeverall pariſhes, to be ordered and. recovered 
by Warrabt from the Juſtices in, fuch-manner as the 
Rates made for Church-wardens are ordered to be 
leavicd by this Ordinance ; and that they be detted 
and choſen in ſuch manner as formerly in every Pa» 


riſh hath been accuſtomed, - . +, ; 


Joh. Browne Cler. Parliamentorum, 
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